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but if his Majesty would bring a considerable party with him, and corne without the papists, he would sooner lose his life than his Majesty should be injured; but that the King had no mind to divide himself from the papists, and would not come. One thing my Lord President said further, that if the King would quit his papists it might possibly not be too late yet for him. He told me the Duke of Gordon, a papist and governor of Edinburgh Castle, the only magazine of Scotland, who was willing lately to surrender it to anybody, kept it now resolutely for King James; and the discontents of England grew daily greater and greater. He said Lord Halifax, the King, and all his councils, were strangely conceited for all this of their security, and told rne some things of my Lord Halifax and his interferings in their debates in the House of Lords, especially in that wherein, upon declaring the Prince of Orange King, my Lord Halifax insisted violently that he might be entitled legal and rightful King of this realm, the intent of which was, I presume, that the old oaths of allegiance and supremacy might be continued, to avoid scruples about the taking the new ones; but that it was nonsense, for had the Prince of Wales been made king, he could not have been our lawful king whilst his father lived, because in hereditary monarchies non est hceres viventis. He seemed, however, very earnest for the legality of taking the new oaths of allegiance and supremacy, and condemned the bishops who now scrupled at it, when their actings in some things and their indifference in others had so far contributed to this change of government. He quoted my lord of Nottingham's speech in the House of Lords, where he said that he had not consented in the least to this change, but had opposed the prince's accession to the crown, not believing it legal; but that since he was there, and that he must now owe and expect his protection from us as King defacto,liG thought it just and lawful to swear allegiance to him. I have